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Rapidan Strategies is an inbound marketing agency and HubSpot
partner located in Fairfax, VA. We help small and mid-sized
businesses accelerate revenue growth by syncing sales processes with
the 21st century buying paradigm. We provide a complete range of
service to enable revenue-producing internet marketing affordably
using the HubSpot3 marketing automation software platform.
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On the surface, SEO is actually pretty simple.
Discover your target market, find the right keywords,
place them on your site, keep the content fresh and
wait for people to come. Once you delve beneath the
surface, you’ll discover that a lot more work goes into
high quality SEO.

Understanding the Basics of Small Business SEO
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When it comes to reaping the benefits of search engine optimization,
small and mid-sized businesses generally have the most to gain and
conversely the most to lose. You may not have the budget of a Fortune
500 company, but that doesn’t mean that you can’t compete on the same
playing field and get a high amount of traffic to your site. Google’s Panda
and Penguin updates have made it more easy to compete with enterprise
businesses by rewarding businesses that produce good content that is
shared on social media.

You just need to learn how to play smart and stay competitive. Search
Engine Optimization (SEO) offers you a way to get your business on top –
and stay there.

Today’s marketplace is incredibly competitive. You can no longer toss
content up and hope you’ll get visitors. You’ve got to develop a strategy,
both for now and the long term, that will result in getting you the highly
targeted visitors you need, and a top ranking on search engines.
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Targeting the Right Keywords
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Your small business SEO efforts will only be as strong as your keywords.
There are two main strategies that will help you find the right keywords for
your site – short-tail and long-tail.

Short-tail keywords are the phrases that are most popular with searchers.
However, they are also used more often by your competitors. Many sites
have found success by reducing their reliance on over-competitive
keywords and focusing instead on the long-tail. Long-tail keywords are
those that are not as widely used on other sites, but still have an audience
with searchers (albeit small). A good way to develop long tail keywords is
to ask your employees and customers to describe your business in 3-5
word phrases – the answers should serve as a good starting point in
determining which long tail keywords you want to target. While long-tail
keywords don’t have the search volume that short-tail keywords do, they
produce highly-qualified, targeted traffic.

By combining the two into a cohesive strategy, you can determine which
keywords are going to be right for your site. It’s perfectly fine to use
competitive keywords in your content, but don’t rely on them too much.
Over time, your long tail keywords may end up outperforming their more
popular counterparts.

Take your time when you are developing the keyword list for your site.
Find the words and phrases that are highly relevant to your site’s content
and strategy. Once you have your main list of keywords, you can take the
next step.
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How Does LSI Play Into Small Business SEO
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Latent semantic indexing is a term that is not as common in SEO, but that
doesn’t make it any less important. LSI is a very important for any SEO
strategy. Put into plain words, it means developing a list of related
keywords that have a natural flow on the topic.

As more people attempt to game search engines, LSI is becoming a vital
tool. Search engine spiders look for pages that use LSI because in
general, it means there is going to be a higher quality of information on
those pages.

Developing your LSI list will take some time, but it is definitely time well
spent. You’ll need to first target your primary keywords, and then develop
related terms that show a natural progression on the topic. Believe it or
not, this really does matter in today’s ranking algorithms. Search engine
companies can’t afford to be gamed. If they are not delivering high quality
results to their users, their users will stop using the service. By relying on
LSI algorithms, search engines have a better chance of returning
information that their users want to see.

You’ll often hear the term “organic” in reference to small business SEO.
What does this term actually mean? Organic search results are those that
are produced through the search engine algorithm, not through “pay-per-
click” advertising. It’s called “organic” because it encourages natural
traffic to your website, through search engine results. Instead of being an
active marketing effort, once it’s in place, SEO is more passive. You’ll do
the work and keep it fresh, but by and large, you’ll receive organic or
natural traffic as a result of your labors.

What Does Organic Mean?
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The Importance of Fresh Content in SEO
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Search engine spiders will index new content typically within one to two
weeks, and sometimes a matter of days for popular sites. If you don’t
update your website frequently, these spiders will drop the frequency of
their visits. After all, there’s no point in them visiting a site that never
changes.

What does this mean for you? It means that even if you do achieve a high
ranking for your keywords, if you don’t continually add new content,
eventually the spiders are going to stop visiting and other sites who are
staying fresh will dominate you in the rankings.

One easy way to keep this from happening is to utilize a blog. Not only will
you keep your content fresh, but you’ll also be using a very powerful
relationship and reputation building tool that will benefit your company in
the long run. Find fun ways to create content around your keywords and
remember to keep it interesting. This will help you continue to get search
engine spider traffic and help you build up your audience at the same
time.
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SEO Techniques to Avoid
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We talked earlier about “gaming” search engines, and this is a practice
that is rampant. While it is one thing to understand how algorithms work
and to work within that system to ensure a higher ranking, many site
owners choose the easy road.

There are many forks on the easy road and while they may work over the
short term, they will cost you in the end. Search engines will blacklist sites
that are trying to “game” their results – this is also called “black hat” SEO
and it is very common.

There are several black hat methods that are very alluring to site owners.
The first is called “stuffing.” This means using an over-abundance of
keywords on one page, throwing off the keyword density ratio. Ideally,
your page should be optimized for around .5 to 2% keyword density. This
means using your main keyword three to five times for most standard
sized web pages.
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Site owners that “stuff” will increase this ratio to 10% or even higher.
While this may help you get an initially high ranking, it also creates
content that is unreadable for your visitors and the search engine spiders
will soon discover this and drop your ranking.

Remember – while you do need higher rankings, that should not be
attempted at the cost of losing your visitors. You only get one shot, don’t
spoil it by giving your visitors poor content that is of no value to them. With
the implementation of the Panda and Penguin updates to the Google
ranking algorithm, spammy websites are in greater danger of
disappearing from search engine rankings.



Putting it All Together
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Small business SEO doesn’t have to be mystifying. Simply remember
your target audience, find the keywords that they are looking for and
deliver them high quality, fresh and relevant content on a regular basis.
That’s the simple recipe for SEO success.
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In the post-Panda era of Google’s ranking algorithm, your best bet for
SEO success is to blog around your targeted keywords and to promote
your content through social media. The more your content gets shared,
the higher your site will be ranked.



Sales acceleration for SMB

Read our blog for sales and marketing tips
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